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Documenting Rocket Science
Results
Conclusion
Objectives Methods CySLI
“It takes sixty-five thousand errors before you are qualified to make a rocket.” – Wernher von Braun, MSFC Director
1. Bring together the technical and hands-
on aspects of rocket design, build, 
and launch to produce well-written 
documents
2. Assist engineers with written and visual 
aspects of design for NASA competition 
documentation
1. Enroll in the course AerE 494X: Make-to-
Innovate (M:2:I)
2. Join team CySLI and attend all meetings 
and build sessions to help with all aspects 
of the project
3. Learn about aerospace systems and high-
powered rocketry
4. Take new knowledge and design a 
brochure, newsletter, and technical 
document about team CySLI
5. Present drafts to advisor for feedback and 
revision advice
6. Revise documents until the final draft is 
complete
Audience: Middle School Students
Purpose: To promote high-powered 
rocketry as an interest and hobby for 
young students, in addition to practicing 
safe habits when dealing with rockets
Result: A single page, front and back 
trifold brochure. The document covers 
team CySLI structure, about CySLI, 
local high-powered rocketry clubs, and 
this year’s rocket.
Brochure Newsletter
Audience: CySLI program coordinators and 
sponsors
Purpose: To inform M:2:I program 
coordinators, faculty advisors, and 
team sponsors of events during CySLI’s 
competition year
Result: A four page spread with articles about 
CySLI, their subscale rocket test launch, 
their 2017 rocket design, and their trip to 
Alabama. Other information includes team 
member names, letter from the editor, and 
local high-powered rocketry club information.
techNical DocumeNt
Audience: Future CySLI members, program 
coordinators, and sponsors
Purpose: To give an overview of a successful 
design produced by CySLI students and 
to briefly overview CySLI’s chosen NASA 
competition
Result: A complete, fifteen-page report about 
CySLI’s rocket. NASA’s centennial challenge 
and purpose is outlined in one section of the 
document, but the primary focus is centered 
on aspects specific to CySLI’s design.
Technical writing is an engaging, difficult task that presents many unique challenges, among which is working with people outside your field. All forms of technical communication 
require meticulous planning, implementing, and editing before they are ready for final submission for publication. Special thanks to Charlie, Rebecca S., and Austin for their help.
Cassandra Gearhart
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Who are they? The Cyclone Student 
Launch Intiative (CySLI) is a team 
comprised of engineering students based 
out of the Aerospace Depmartment’s M:2:I 
program.
What do they do? CySLI designs and 
builds a rocket for NASA’s Student 
Launch Challenge.
How did an English major get involved? 
I was friends with Rebecca S., a girl on 
the team. She wanted help with NASA’s 
documents and called me up. M:2:I is open 
to all majors, so I joined.
What did you do for the team? I assisted 
CySLI with the design reviews they 
presented to NASA by writing some 
sections, editing, and formatting the 
overall document. I also got to help build 
the rocket.
